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Title

Family Life Stories Narrated on Headstones: Psychological Approaches to The Graves of 19th Century Families
and Contemporary Children in Britain.

Abstract

This study analyzed the psychological narratives of family life stories on headstones. First, the family life stories
onl9th century family graves were examined in three old towns: Haworth, York, and Oxford. Then, the family life
stories of contemporary children's graves in York cemetery were analyzed. Life stories can be studied not only from the
events of individuals' lives or from the perspective of life-span development but also from the stories narrated after
their deaths. The death stories on headstones have at least three psychological functions: they are simple summaries of
individual lives narrated in reverse from the age at death; they contain the chained, repeated expression of family
relationships, told using the loving bonds between parents, children, and intimate generations; and they are
communications from the living to the dead and from past to future generations with a long time perspective.
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e Pleseavyr of
\Vors OF $EE RevP BBHONTE A.B . MIVSTER OF HAWORTE|
EEE oo SreTt ISFE 18810 TEE S8TE YXAR OF HER AGE.
51867 VIARYA Torerh BADGITER R s MAY SEFIBRE v o 197 ¥man OF Srwm AGK .,
AL or Brizarnm, THIR BaPEHIER; WES Do Jone 1672 1B8S v wss TTT ToaR 07 S=R 4GS,
MR OF PATAICE BRANWELL THEMR SON|WEO IIED SEFTH B47% 1848, AGED B1 YRARS ~7oo~
Alge or Dy Jass, THETR DAUCETEE; WEO DD DECH L9FF 1848, 4AGED 50 VEARS .
Algs oF AWNE, TEETE DAUGHTER WHO DIED MAY PATE 1840, ACED 00 YRARS!
SHx WAS StRmD AT THE OLD CEURCH SCARBOROUGE .
Aizo or C | TEET WIFE OF THE REV? A.B.NICHOLLS,B.A.
SEE DIND MARGH D1 1665 . IN TEE 5T YIAR OF HER AGE
M& mmmmmwrnnmmAmemm!nmmammm
T oF 41YEARS..

mnsm CRZENCR 18 Rl Ann amn aTRROTE DR S S SR o R T one e
WEICK GIVETE US THE SIOIOKY THSOUGE OUR 10MN JESUS

In Memory of
MARIA, WIFE OF THE REVD. P. BRONTE A.B. MINISTER OF HAWORTH;
SHE DIED SEPT. 15" 1821 IN THE 39" YEAR OF HER AGE
ALSO OF MARIA. THEIR DAUGHTER; WHO DIED MAY 6™ 1825. IN THE 12" YEAR OF HER AGE.
ALSO OF ELIZABETE.THEIR DAUGHTER; WHO DIED JUNE 15" 1825. IN THE 11" YEAR OF HER AGE.
ALSO OF PARRICE BRANWELL.THEIR SON; WHO DIED SEP. 24" 1848. AGED 31 YEARS.
ALSO OF EMILY JANE. THEIR DAUGHTER; WHO DIED DEC.19" 1848. AGED 30 YEARS.
ALSO OF ANNE. THEIR DAUGHTER; WHO DIED MAY 28" 1849. AGED 29 YEARS.
SHE WAS BURIED AT THE OLD CHURCH SCARBOROUGE.
ALSO OF CHARLOTTE. THEIR DAUGHTER. WIFE OF THE REV. A. B. NICHOLLS. B. A.
SHE DIED MARCH 31 1855. IN THE 39" YEAR OF HER AGE.
ALSO OF THE AFORENAMED REVD. P. BRONTE A .B. WHO DIED JUNE 7" 1861 IN THE 85" YEAR OF HIS
AGE; HAVING BEEN INCUMBENT OF HAWORTH FOR UPWARDS OF 41 YEARS.

“THE STING OF DEATH IS SIN, AND THE STRENGTH OF SIN IS THE LAW, BUT THANKS BE TO GOD, WHICH
GIVETH US THE VICTORY. THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRISIT. 1COR.XV.56.57.”
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LIE THE REMAINS OF
ANNE BRONTE
DAUGHTER OF THE
REVD P. BRONTE,
Incumbent of Haworth Yorkshire,
She died Aged 28
MAY 28 1849
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In Affectionate Remembrance of
EIIZABETH MS TURK
DIED JULY 27 1878
AGED 51 YEARS
WILLIAM ALEX DIED APRILI. 1853. AGED
2YR
GEORGE + MARI 1863
6o -
+ AUG.25 - -
2 e
CHILDREN OF THE ABOVE
ALSO
ALEXANDER.
YOUNGEST SON OF THE ABOVE
DIED SEPT .27. 1881 AGEDI5 YEARS
ROSERY MS TURK 1885
AGED 42
JOHN MS TURK 1911
AGED 56
ALEXANDER MS TURK
DIED JUNE 1915
IN HIS 90 YEAR

AGENS

AFYUR, A—UDY—IRORKEER (1987 F—1915 £F)

% 45,2005, No.4,/93-114
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In Her Loving Memory of
MARGARET (MARCIE) W. BEESLEY
CALLED HOME DEC. 16" 1911
INTO THE LIGHT BEYOND
AGED17 YEARS
ALSO OUR BELOVED FATHER
CHARLES BEESLEY
AT REST MAY 6"1933. AGED 79
“AND WITH THE MORN THOSE

ANGEL FACES SMILE
WHICH WE HAVE LOVING SINCE AND
LOST A WHILE”
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Mum I think about you everyday

My love for you will never stray

If I had just one wish, it would be

To reach out to touch you

Give my love to you and tell you

How much I miss you

From your loving daughter
MANDY
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LAUREN PAIGE SMITH
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Your smile is
engraved upon
our hearts.
We will always
love you
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